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As you have probably noticed the 
newsletter has been missing for a few months. 
At this time I am going to step down and hand 
this off to another club member to take over. I 
have been the Editor since March of 2009 and 
need the time for other life endeavors. I have 
had a sense of accomplishment and have 
enjoyed sharing this with everyone. I still plan 
to contribute now and again. This is your 
newsletter so please contribute articles and help 
the next Editor share what you would like to 
see. That being said I will leave you with the 

headers off the newsletters for the last 8 ½ 
years as a reminder of the many stories that 
were contained with-in this newsletter that 
you enjoyed in the past.	 	 	 	

Phil 
	

 

Here is the first issue 
after I took over the 
newsletter from Bob 
Steinmetz. March 
2009 newsletter front 
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Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 
 

Presidents 
Comments 

Hi everyone,  
    It has been a busy year for most all of us. 
With our sign dedications on the route 
of the Dixie highway, trip to Michigan, 
shakedown cruise, the Dixie Drive, Balloon 
Fest 
in Danville, parades, Soup Day, and a few 
things in between. 
   Coming up we have the Grinder's baseball 
game, The Exposure tour, the fall trip, and 
other activities. 
A very important event is Camp Quality on 
August 9th. I hope as many of us as possible 
will 
be able to attend to support these kids. Every 
time we think we have problems all we have 
to do 
is look around and realize how fortunate we 
are. 
   Our club picnic is Sunday, July 30th on 
Dutton Rd. in Beecher. Hope many will attend. 
Burgers, Brats, Hot dogs, Salads, and all the fixins. Come hungry and 
ready to eat at approx. 12;30 or so. 
   Please remember we have, once again, been invited to attend the 
Cedar Lake Yacht Club's annual corn roast on September 3rd. That 
is the Sunday before Labor Day. 
There will be a charge for the roast but as in the past it is very 
nominal. Wally and I will have the 
"Party Barge" pontoon boat available for rides on the lake.  
 
 
Tim Dionne / President 
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Yes it was the same 
picture. I goofed. 
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     2015 
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Jim Wright gave a brief history of the highway and the background of the 
sign project.  Following this, Watseka Mayor Robert Harwood and Olivia Claire, 
Miss Iroquois County, spoke.  Watseka has done a nice job of planting 
perennials under the sign and has also installed a cement walk around it.  They 
are justly proud of the sign, which is a nice addition to their park grounds.   

 
DIXIE HIGHWAY HERITAGE 

By Jim Wright 

Watseka Sign 
Dedication 
 
On Saturday June 10th, 11 cars and over 20 members 
motored down to Watseka to help the town celebrate it's 
150th anniversary.  The skies were perfectly clear and a 
brisk wind that blew helped keep the heat at bay.  The cars 
were on display for most of the day on the south lawn of the 
Iroquois County Museum with other antique vehicles and a 
contingent of antique farm tractors from the "Slow Boys" 
tractor club.  At 2pm, the A's R Us mustered at the Watseka 
Dixie Highway interpretive sign located in Kay Park on the 
west side of town for dedication ceremonies. 
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DIXIE HIGHWAY HERITAGE 
By Jim Wright 

After the dedication, the 
A's did a "cruise" by a hot rod 
and monster car show the city was 
holding of the east side of 
town.  The day ended with libation and a fine 
Mexican dinner in a nice and cool local 
restaurant. The Dixie sign project is still 
ongoing and future dedications this summer 
will be planned for Momence and Markham.   



 

 

13 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

p

 

 

 
 

A busy week for the A’s-R-Us club. 

Sandwiched between two June Saturdays, the Watseka trip and 
the annual Drivin-the Dixie Event,  A’s members met at Sandy 
and Al Kaleta’s garage in Tinley Park on Wednesday, June 14th 
for another crack at Steve Coe’s green Fordor in an attempt to 
solve some engine “irregularities”. 
 

 Lately, the green machine started to knock noticeably after several cold starts. Thanks to their vast 
collective Model A technical knowledge & experience, the group consisting of Bob S., Chuck F., Al K., 
Wally E., Ken C., Steve C. and Jon L. worked together to solve the problem. It took multiple attempts 
using Plastigage to correctly measure and adjust the engine main bearing clearances.  With time, patience 
and a lot of Jon’s muscle, the project was a success. No more knock! Since the engine was apart, the Ford 
got some new gaskets, a gas line and carburetor as well as an almost-new manifold (thanks Ray!). Thanks to 
all who participated. Now she’s ready for more road miles-Mission accomplished! 
 

A’s hold “hands-on” Tech-talk in Tinley Park, IL. 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



 

 

 

Exposure Tour – 2017 
September 5 – 12, 2017 

 
Join us on a wonderful, semi around-the-lake trip this fall as we explore the back 
roads of America. 
The A’s R Us exposure trip will begin on September 5th from Blue Island, IL, travel 
north to Milwaukee and on to Manitowoc, take the SS Badger car ferry across Lake 
Michigan to Ludington, then south to Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo and then 
home to the Chicago southland on Tuesday, September 12th. 
Some of the interesting places that we may visit are:  
 Brat Stop in Kenosha, WI 
 Harvey Davidson Factory in Milwaukee 
 Mader’s German Restaurant in Milwaukee 
 Maritime Museum in Manitowoc 
 SS Badger – National Historical Register (oldest steamship in 
operation in USA) 
 Train Depot Museum in Grand Haven, MI 
 Meijer Garden in Grand Rapids 
 The BOB (Entertainment Complex) in Grand Rapids 
 Gerald R Ford Presidential Library in Grand Rapids 
 Air Zoo in Kalamazoo 
Hotel blocks of 12 rooms are being finalized and we are looking for a great time-
sharing our Model A passion with one another as we plan another trip full of “Miles 
of Smiles”. 



 

 

 

A's R Us Exposure 
Tour 2017 	 	 Reserve	your	rooms	now	

Date	 Day	 Hotel	
Hotel	
Cost	

Block	ID/Cut	
Off	

Phone	Number	for	
Reservations	

5-Sep	 Tues	 Ambassador	Hotel	 	$99		 A's	R	US	Aug	1	 414-345-5000	

6-Sep	 Weds	 Ambassador	Hotel	 	$99		 		 		

7-Sep	 Thurs	 Baymont	INN	at	Manitowoc	 	$89		 A's	R	US	Aug	1	 920-682-7000	

8-Sep	 Fri	 Greiner	Motel	Ludington	 	$75		 A's	R	US	Aug	1	 231-843-3927	

9-Sep	 Sat	 Holiday	Inn	-	Downtown	Grand	Rapids	 	$135		 A's	R	US	Aug	1	 616-451-8730	

10-Sep	 Sun	 Holiday	Inn	-	Downtown	Grand	Rapids	 	$135		 		 		

11-Sep	 Mon	 Holiday	Inn	-Kazoo	West	 	$89		 A's	R	US	Aug	1	 269-375-6000	

12-Sep	 Tues	 Home	 		 		 		

		 		 		 	$721		 		 		

 



 

 
 

 

A’s R Us 2016 Officers and Staff 

Please send Backfire articles or items of 
interest to: 

 

 
• President – Tim Dionne 
• Vice President –Chuck Fritz  
•  Treasure –Jim Wright  
•  Secretary – Sandy Kaleta 
• Newsletter – Phillip Serviss 
• Member Relations – Ken Chamis   
• Web Page – Allen Betschart   
• Parade Coordinator – Wally Ekstrom   
• Director of Safety – Ron Bonneau 
• Nat’l Rep. – Ken Chamis   
• Historian – Ken Chamis 
• Sgt. At Arms Steve Coe   
• Motor Medic - Jon lisota 

 

Backfire 
P.O. Box 3 
Crete, Illinois 60417 

  

(Now who could it 
be?) Taking over the 
newsletter you 
say………. 
 
Is it you?  
 
 Am I looking at 
you? 
Hummmmmm……. 
 
Well you best check 
the next newsletter. 


