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Also 

Despite the 
rain on May 
25th,Memorial 
Day we had a 
decent show of 
cars for the 
Crete event.  
The rain held 
off and the parade was 
held with full sun beating down on us all. 

Unfortunately for Nancy my wife, she had to fly down to Phoenix, 
AR  on the 29th to find out what was going on with her mother. Her mom passed 
a couple of days later and I flew down to help as best as I could. We both want 
to thank ALL of our friends and family for the condolences.  We also thank the 
Club for the flowers that were sent to her.  

See you soon, Phil 

A’sRUS Ford Club 

The Carp, Editor in Chief 

BACKFIRE 

Jon wiping the rain off before the Crete parade. 

http://www.as-r-us.com 
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Presidents 
Comments 

The Ford Model A. Just  an old car.  
Not expensive.  Not elegant by standards 
when it  was new. It  was just  
transportation from A to B. $495. It  got 
you to work but more importantly it  
provided a way to see family and friends 
faster and more often. So,  many years 
later,  people liked those old cars again,  
so much they hung around with people 
who had them too. Clubs were formed. 
Twenty years ago some guys formed A’s  
R Us.  It  provided a union of people who 
believe it  or  not liked each other.  And 
wanted to ride places and visit.  Then 
they began to get more people together 
who wanted to do the same. The club got 
larger and larger,  and more importantly included brothers,  
sisters,  father and son, and even their  kids are now involved. I ’m 
probably missing a connection or two. And they are a  generous 
group, as  they give time, energy,  and resources to individuals  or 
groups that need a helping hand. Countless hours,  phone calls,  e-
mails,  computer time, texts,  and meeting up to do some type of  
behind the scenes work to benefit  one or the whole bunch of us.  A 
huge thanks to those who did it  for us in the past,  the present,  
and in the future.  You should be proud of this  little  club, as  we 
have a good reputation. And I want to put this  to paper.  I  am 
proud of this  club, its  people and our accomplishments,  however 
big or small  they are.  And most important,  this  club is  a  group of 
connected individuals who are now forever joined. 

Ken aka “Squeaks” 
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A’S R US MEETING MINUTES 
MAY 20, 2015 

                                                 
MEETING LOCATION:    Bob Steinmetz’s garage.  17 members in 
attendance. 
 
CALL TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT KEN CHAMIS AT 7:06 pm. Dale Chamis 
filled in for secretary while Sandy & Al are traveling about.  April minutes were 
read, with one correction noted.  The dates for the fall trip are Oct, 8th, 9th and 
10th.  
  
TREASURERS REPORT:  
 Jim Wright was not in attendance; Ken read treasurers report.  Bob Steinmetz and 
Jon Lisota approved. 
 
FAMILY NEWS:   
Tim Borchert stated his mom suffered a fall, had a slight stroke but is doing well at 
91 years young.   
  
OLD BUSINESS:  Ronald McDonald House  
We are scheduled to cook on Monday June 15th.  Dale asked for volunteers.  The 
house requests no more than 10, however we should include our volunteers when 
preparing the meal.  We are invited and encouraged to eat with the families.  
Arrival time is 4:30, dinner is served at 6:30.  Volunteers so far are Bob & Penny, 
Dale & Ken, Karen, Chuck, Wally & Kay, Tim Botts, Jon Lisota, and Ray & Gerry 
Schmude.   We will also need to decide on a menu.   
 
Door County Exposure Trip:  
Phil passed out hotel info; More details on the trip to come.  
 
SPRING TOUR:    
Dale thanked our planners for the great trip.  After some technical difficulties with 
Ken’s car, we were on our way.  Iowa welcomed us with great weather, great 
attractions and lots of laughs.   
 
MAFCAA  
has gifted us with 5 free memberships for new members.  Contact Ken for more 
info.  Ken contacted MAFCA and they are mailing the Charter document to him. 
 
DIXIE UPDATE:  
Duties were assigned; We will put together packets for the event at the next 
meeting.  Registration will be handled by Karen, her granddaughter, Pat Bots 
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and Dale Chamis.  It was suggested to sell Tshirts.  Bob stated he has an 
abundance of shirts from previous events that we will sell this year.  Dale 
volunteered to sell the shirts.  We also discussed purchasing additional shirts 
and any not sold at the Dixie can be sold at Octobers event.   
 
A’s R Us Website: 
 Reminder to go to our website for upcoming events, photos and club info. 
UPCOMING EVENTS/REMINDERS: Memorial Day Parade in Crete.  Line up is 
at 11:30;  Parade starts at noon down Main Street from Crete Park to Burville. 
 
St. James at the Sag:  
June 14th starts at noon. 
  
Annual Picnic:  
June 28th at Goodenow Grove.  Jon is asking for volunteers to handle the kids 
games.  Food will be served at 1:00.  Please let Jon know if you will be attending. 
 
July 4th Parades: 
 Wally will provide info at June’s meeting. 
 
Grinders Game: Date is set for October 3rd.  Possible considering changing the 
date. 
 
Veterans Home Visit:  
Tabled at this time.   Perhaps an every other year event 
 
SATURDAY BREAKFAST:  
Tabled until next month 
 
Badge fines:   $2.00     
50/50 drawing $60.00: Winner: Chuck Fritz donated his winnings back to 
the club. 
 
NEXT MONTHS MTG:  Bob’s Garage June 17th 
 
ADJOURNED:  Meeting was adjourned at 8:30.  Tech talk to help Karen do some 
repairs. 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  Dale Chamis for Sandy Kaleta, Secretary 
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Up and coming 2015 Events: 
 

Looking forward into 2015 
Ronald McDonald House      Teen Bridge Center 
 
Shake Down Trip       Spring Trip 
 
Veterans Home       Camp Quality 
 
58th. Annual Hesston Steam & Power Show 2015         Labor Day Sept. 1st 
 
Exposure Trip 2015     Door County WI ?                    September  
 
Newport Hill Climb                                                  October 3rd – 5th    
                                                                  
Fall Trip             

Tim and Pats grandchildren ready for the parade in Crete. 
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Bruce Smit and friends 
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A’s R Us 2015 Officers and Staff 

Backfire 

Please send Backfire 
articles or items of interest 
to: 

P.O. Box 3 
Crete, Illinois 60417 

 

 
• President – Ken Chamis 
• Vice President –Randy Senkpeil  
•  Treasure –Jim Wright  
•  Secretary – Sandy Kaleta 
• Newsletter – Phillip Serviss 
• Member Relations – Ken Chamis   
• Web Page – Allen Betschart   
• Parade Coordinator – Wally Ekstrom   
• Director of Safety – Ron Bonneau 
• Nat’l Rep. – Ken Chamis   
• Historian – Ken Chamis 
• Sgt. At Arms Steve Coe   
• Motor Medic - Jon lisota 

Ken Chamis, Crete 
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Sandy Kaleta 
Reporter on  
the  
Know! 
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Sandy Kaleta 
Reporter on  
the  
Know! 

 


